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Ban NYC Horse Drawn Carriages

Introduction:

Example: Charlie the horse.

Class survey- majority of the class believes in animal rights and said they would say or do 
something if they were to see animal cruelty occurring. That being said, only 3 believe NYC 
horse drawn carriages should be banned. 

My goal in giving this speech is to open your eyes to the cruelty of horse drawn carriages in 
NYC persuade all of you to petition against this industry. 

(Transition: I will discuss the intense labor and severe weather conditions these horses work 
through, the danger NYC traffic poses on them, the danger they can pose on everybody in the 
area, and their inadequate and cruel living conditions.)

Body:

Problems

A. Point 1  : Intense labor and severe weather conditions can cause serious if not fatal harm to 
the horses.

I. Long hours

II. Weather conditions

III. Heavy loads

IV. Exhaust from cars, buses, and taxis

B. Point 2  : NYC traffic and noise poses a danger to the horses and everyone nearby.



I. Horses are extremely sensitive to loud noises and unexpected sounds and can be 
“spooked” easily- any and all the elements of the city can cause unpredictable 
responses from these horses

II. Flight animal that relies on running as primary defense against danger

III. Can inflict harm to nearby drivers, pedestrians, and the horses themselves

C. Point 4:   Inadequate living conditions

I. Kept in old, run-down buildings

II. Forced up steep ramps

III. Small areas with little to no room to move or lay down

IV. Death trap if a fire broke out

Conclusion:

Solution

I. Boycott and report incidents

a. Do not get taken for a ride

b. Take down time, location, and carriage license plate and report it to the ASPCA

II. Sign a petition

a. The Coalition to Ban Horse-Drawn Carriages

b. Intro. 86, the humane and safe alternative to the carriage horse industry

III. Spread the word

a. Make your friends and family aware of how inhumane and cruel the industry is

b. Encourage others to sign the petition and spread the word



Barriers

A. It’s a Long Tradition

a. Some people argue that horse drawn carriages cannot be banned simply because it 
is a long tradition

b. Rebuttal: Lack of economic benefits for New York City

B. It’s Romantic

a. At first glance, most people think these horse drawn carriages are so romantic and 
are in awe at seeing these beautiful creatures strangely placed in such a metropolis 
area like New York City

b. Rebuttal: If you really look, however, you can painfully see just how sad and out 
of place these horses are

C. It’s a Main Tourist Attraction

a. Another common argument is that the horse drawn carriages are a major tourist 
attraction.

b. Rebuttal: Tourist will not stop coming to NY because there are no horse drawn 
carriages. Also, poor sanitation creates bad experience and can also transfer 
diseases.
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